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admiration of her prudence and sanctity, said to her, " 1 desire nothing
but peace. I put the affairs entirely into your hands; only I recommend
to you the honour of the church/' But the Florentines sought not peace
sincerely, and they continued to carry on secret intrigues to draw all Italy
from its obedience to the holy see.

The saint had another point no less at heart in her journey to Avignon,
Pope John XXII, a Frenchman, born at Cahors, bishop, first of Frejus,
then of Avignon, lastly of Porto, being made pope in 1314, fixed his
residence at Avignon, where John's successors, Benedict XII, Clement VI,
Innocent VI, and Urban V also resided. The then Pope Gregory XI,
elected in 1370, continued also there. The Romans complained that their
bishop had for seventy-four years past forsaken their church, and threatened
a schism. Gregory XI had made a secret vow to return to Rome; but
not finding this design agreeable to his court, he consulted the holy virgin
on this subject, who answered, " Fulfil what you have promised to God.'*
The pope, surprised she should know by revelation what he had never
discovered to any person on earth, was immediately determined to carry
his good design into execution. The saint soon after left Avignon. We
have several letters wrote by her to him, to press him to hasten his return;
and he shortly after followed her, leaving Avignon on the i3th of September
in 1376. He overtook the saint at Genoa, where she made a short stay.
At Sienna she continued her former way of life, serving and often curing
the sick, converting the most obstinate sinners and reconciling the most
inveterate enemies, more still by her prayers than by her words. Such
was her knowledge of heavenly things that certain Italian doctors, out of
envy, and with the intent to expose her ignorance, being come to hold a
conference with her, departed in confusion and admiration at her interior
lights. The same had happened at Avignon some time before, where
three prelates, envying her credit with the pope, put to her the most
intricate questions on an interior life and many other subjects; but,
admiring her answers to all their difiiculties, confessed to the pope they
had never seen a soul so enlightened and so profoundly humble as Catharine.
She had many disciples: amongst others Stephen, son of Conrad, a senator
of Sienna. This nobleman was reduced by enemies to the last extremity.
Seeing himself on the brink of ruin, he addressed himself to the saint, who,
having first made a thorough convert of him from the world and its vanities,
by her prayers miraculously, on a sudden, pacified all his persecutors and
calmed their fury. Stephen, from that time, looked upon as dust all that
he had formerly most passionately loved and pursued. He became the
most fervent amongst her disciples, made a collection of all her words as
oracles, would be her secretary to write her letters, and her companion
in her journeys to Avignon, Florence, and Rome; and at length, by her
advice, professed himself a Carthusian monk. He assisted at her death,